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Session 1-Why Extensive Reading?
10:00-10:50 Speaker: Peter Singer-Towns
Abstract: Extensive Reading (ER) is a term which refers to a




popular movement in education, particularly lauded by
researchers of Second Language Acquisition (SLA), which
posits that readers should endeavor to read as much easy text
as they can absorb each and every day. Why is this movement
so important and popular in 2018? Presenter Peter
Singer-Towns explores the benefits of ER and the best ways to
use it in and out of an EFL classroom setting in Taiwan.

10:50-11:00
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11:00-11:50

Session 2-How Graded Readers Support Extensive
Reading

Speaker: Mark Richard

Abstract: Graded Readers are books designed specifically for
language learners. In this session, you will learn how Graded
Readers are written to support students’ Extensive Reading,
and why they work better than so-called ‘authentic’ books.
You will learn about the three key criteria for evaluating
suitable Graded Readers — choice, comfort, and quality — and
be ready to select materials for your school, and introduce
Graded Readers to your students.

11:50-13:00
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13:00-13:40

Session 3- Implementing Extensive Reading in Your
Institution

Speaker: Peter Singer-Towns

Abstract: Extensive Reading (ER) seems to be a simple
concept but it requires independent student motivation
and the support of students' families and other teachers in
order to succeed. In this presentation on the practical
applications of ER, learn more about Reader's Theater,
MSSR, book clubs, reading incentives, and ER program
management. Learn how to design a program that fits the
realities of your school, how to change the reading
culture of your class, and how it all fits into an EFL
curriculum.

13:40-14:20

Session 4- ER programs - Read On! and Reading Circles
Speaker: Mark Richard

Abstract: This session will propose two ER-based programs
teachers can choose to implement in their schools. The first is
Oxford University Press’ Read On! class library. This develops




students’ language, literacy and life skills for the 21st-century
classroom and workplace. The second is Oxford’s Reading
Circles framework to leverage ER for discussion. This
provides students with distinct roles to explore and talk about
stories in English. Reading Circles combine the four skills,
motivate students to read extensively, and equip them to work
autonomously.

14:20-14:30
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14:30-15:30

Workshop 1- Extensive Reading Program Workshop
Speaker: Peter Singer-Towns

Abstract: In this exciting and practical workshop,
teachers will be divided into groups and take on the role
of curriculum designers put in charge of using whatever
financial resources and school schedules are assigned to
them to design the best Extensive Reading program that
they can. In doing so, and in sharing their programs with
other attendees, teachers will gain insight into the
challenges and pitfalls of managing an ER program in
Taiwan and develop ideas which they can bring home to
their own schools to begin ER in their classrooms right
away.

15:30-16:30

Workshop 2- Reading Circles Group Activity

Speaker: Mark Richard

Abstract: This session will give teachers a taste of how
Reading Circles work in practice. Together, we will read
a lovely short story, have a go at completing some role
sheets about it, and start a discussion about the story in
English. After this, teachers will be asked to consider
how to introduce Reading Circles into their schools,
including adapting the system to fit their schools’ specific
needs and situations.
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Extensive Reading Teacher Training
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Mark Richard

Educational Services
Manager, Oxford
University Press
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Peter Singer-Towns

International Program
Coordinator/Head Teacher at
Yoder Bilingual Academy

09:30-10:00 Opening

10:00-10:50 Session 1 - Why Extensive Reading?

11:00-11:50 Session 2 - How Graded Readers Support Extensive Reading
13:00-13:40 Session 3 - Implementing Extensive Reading in Your Institution
13:40-14:20 Session 4 - ER programs - Read On! and Reading Circles
14:30-15:30 Workshop 1 - Extensive Reading Program Workshop
15:30-16:30 Workshop 2 - Reading Circles Group Activity
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